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OPINION 1668 

Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 1879 (Crustacea, Isopoda): given 
precedence over Palaega Woodward, 1870 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 
1879 is hereby given precedence over the name Palaega Woodward, 1870 whenever the 
two names are considered to be synonyms. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 1879 (gender: masculine), type species by 
monotypy Bathynomus giganteus A. Milne Edwards, 1879, with the endorse¬ 
ment that it is to be given precedence over Palaega Woodward, 1870 whenever 
the two names are considered to be synonyms; 

(b) Palaega Woodward, 1870 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Palaega 
carteri Woodward, 1870, with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority 
over the name Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 1879 whenever the two names are 
considered to be synonyms. 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) giganteus A. Milne Edwards, 1879, as published in the binomen Bathynomus 
giganteus (specific name of the type species of Bathynonnis A. Milne Edwards, 
1879); 

(b) carteri Woodward, 1870, as published in the binomen Palaega carteri (specific 
name of the type species of Palaega Woodward, 1870). 

History of Case 2721 

An application to give the generic name Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 1879 prece¬ 
dence over Palaega Woodward, 1870 was received from Drs Joel W. Martin & Hans 
G. Kuck {Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, Los Angeles, California, 
U.S.A.) on 7 April 1989. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 47: 
27-29 (March 1990). Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. 

A comment in support from Prof Jacques Forest {Museum National d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris, France) was published in BZN 47: 212-213 (September 1990). An 
opposing comment from Prof Rodney M. Feldmann {Kent State University, Kent, 
Ohio, U.S.A.) was published in BZN 47: 290-291 (December 1990). Prof Feldmann 
accepted the subjective synonymy of Palaega Woodward, 1870 and Bathynomus Milne 
Edwards. 1879, and pointed out that there is no provision requiring that names based 
on living taxa should have precedence over those (such as Palaega) based on fossils. 

Comments on the application were published in BZN 47: 291-293 from six members 
of the Nomenclature Committee of The Crustacean Society (Drs Gary C.B. Poore, 
Museum of Victoria, Abbotsford, Australia & Keiji Baba, Kumamoto University Faculty 
of Education, Kumamoto, Japan ; Prof J.Y. Liu, Institute of Oceanology, Quindao, 
People's Republic of China ; Prof L.B. Holthuis, Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, 
Leiden, The Netherlands: ; and Dr Thomas E. Bowman and Dr Austin B. Williams, 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., 
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U.S.A.). None of these comments opposed the application, and they expressed doubts 
about Palaega carteri, the type species of Palaega , being congeneric with Bathynomus 
giganteus. Poore & Baba, Liu and Holthuis were willing to support the application 
while Bowman and Williams said it was unnecessary. 

Comments from Prof Sergio de Almeida Rodrigues (Universidade de Sdo Paulo, Sdo 
Paulo, Brazil) and Dr Neil L. Bruce {Queensland Museum, South Brisbane, Australia) 
supporting the precedence of Bathynomus were published in BZN 48: 57-58 (March 
1991). 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1991 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 47: 28. At the close of the voting period on 1 December 
1991 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 22: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Corliss, Dupuis, Holthuis, Kabata, 
Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Minelli, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, 
Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — 4: Hahn, Halvorsen, Heppell and Martins de Souza. 

No vote was received from Cogger. 

Voting for, Cocks and Minelli agreed with the comments by members of the 
Nomenclature Committee of The Crustacean Society. Ride commented: ‘From the 
comments it is clear that Palaega carteri will be regarded as a nomen dubium by some 
and hence a cause of instability while Palaega remains senior to Bathynomus. In the 
status proposed, Palaega can be used as a collective group name or a generic name 
without compromising stability’. Voting against, Hahn commented: ‘ Palaega is of 
similar importance for palaeontologists as Bathynomus for neontologists, therefore I 
see no reason to give precedence to Bathynomus over Palaega\ Martins de Souza wrote: 
‘Comments by Bowman, Bruce, Holthuis and Williams have indicated that Palaega 
carteri is not congeneric with Bathynomus giganteus'\ he therefore saw no reason to give 
precedence to Bathynomus. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

Bathynomus A. Milne Edwards, 1879, Coniptes Rendns de l'Academic des Sciences , Paris, 88: 21. 
carteri , Palaega, Woodward, 1870, Geological Magazine , 7: 496. 

giganteus, Bathynomus, A. Milne Edwards, 1879, Comptes Rendus de 1'Academic des Sciences , 
Paris, 88: 21. 

Palaega Woodward, 1870, Geological Magazine , 7: 496. 





